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Carol Sack (J apan Evangelical Lutheran Association)

For me, it was a great and unexpected honor to be invited to play the Celtic harp
and sing for the students of Tonicho Elementary and Junior High Schools in 2011,
2012, 2013. The idea behind this music was to offer each child a quiet time to
reflect, and hopefully to find hope, after having experienced the devastating event
so 3-11. When I was preparing to visit for the third time in 2013, my heart was
filled with gratitude and respect for these students who allowed me, a foreigner,
into their lives at such a time. I have not experience the kind of event that they
had. So I was humbled to be with them. I wanted to find some way to show them
my respect and gratitude, but what could I give them? Then, the idea of writing a
song came to me, and in only a few minutes “I, YOU, WE” was born, in melody and
in words. It felt as though “I” was not writing it at all, it felt like a gift given, but
it expressed in a simple way the deep truth was stirring within me: that ALL
humans are children of God, equally precious. True, we have many surface
differences such as skin, hair and eye color, food preferences, clothing, customs,
history, etc. But as human beings, we are all brothers and sisters in the same
human family.

So in 2013, at the end of my harp playing, I sang this song. I expected it would be
sung only once, but to my surprise it was suggested that this song be written into
a musical score and taught for the students to sing themselves. Several generous
persons helped to make this happen. The elementary students sang it in chorus
the next year, and this past December, I was able to sing it together with all of the
students, who joined me in the English chorus.

When I was singing the chorus with the students this past December, I was filled
with joy, to realize that this simple message of unity and mutual respect, is the
message that is so terribly needed in this day and age: This is a message of “WE,”

NOT of “YOU” versus “I.”




Since 2013, I feel our world has become more and more deeply embedded into the
concept of “YOU” versus “I.” Nowadays we hear a lot of talk about “ME FIRST,”
“MY COUNTRY FIRST.” We hear about “BUILDING WALLS,” keeping hurting
people OUT. These plans might seem to be a good and practical solution in the
short term, but I am sure that in the end, they are much more costly, much more
destructive and dangerous, and I fear for our current world tendency. This closed-
mindedness can only result in greatness of sorrow, even tragedy. We must not
listen to the seductive voice of ethnocentricity!! Now more than ever, I feel we need
the simple message: “But we are friends, yes we are friends, friends in the human
family.”

Takadate San kindly introduced me to Mr. Sakaguchi, interviewer for NHK’s [BiH ~D Z &
I£] radio program. In that interview, I mentioned this song. A woman from Kyushu happened
to hear the program, and invited me to sing it at a charity concert in Fukuoka in July. This
woman f535%91X has started an organization that supports children in the impoverished and
tiny African country of Guinnea-Bissau. (http://ngofukuoka.net/member/hope/) In July, I

will sing this song again for this event, composing a special verse for the children of

Guinea—Bissau.

So, what began as a simple song inspired by the courage and resilience of the students
of Tonicho, is now reaching much further in the world. And, I pray that it will continue
to be “sung” through the good efforts of people like Baba San and Takadate San, who
see all people of the world as equally valuable.

There is no enemy as frighteningly dangerous as a closed, self-centered heart. And there

is no greater weapon than an open, loving, receiving heart.

“So we are family, yes, we are family. Together in the human family.”
I
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Carol Sack has been a missionary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to Japan since 1982.
She studied at the Chalice of Repose School of Music-Thanatology in Missoula, Montana from 2000-2002,
receiving certification. From 2006, through the request and support of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran
Association, she pioneered Lyra Precaria, a pastoral adaptation of music-thanatology. Lyra Precaria
trains dedicated volunteers to offer pastoral harp- prayerful presence through voice and harp- not only
to those who are dying, but to anyone suffering in body, mind or spirit. Volunteers who have completed
the intensive two-year program are serving in hospices, hospitals and nursing homes in the Tokyo

metropolitan and other areas of Japan.
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